
The Nativity 
of the Lord 

Mass During the Day
INTROIT

Psalm 2:7,1,2,8
The Lord hath said unto me: Thou art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
Ps. Why do the heathen so furiously 
rage together: and why do the people 
imagine a vain thing? Glory be.

COLLECT
Almighty God, who hast given us thy 
only-begotten Son to take our nature 
upon him, and as at this time to be born 
of a pure Virgin: grant that we being 
regenerate, and made thy children by 
adoption and grace; may daily be re-
newed by thy Holy Spirit. Through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, God, world without 
end. Amen. BCP Christmas Day

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm 110:3,  1:; 2:7

In the day of thy power shall the people 
offer thee freewill offerings with an holy 
worship: the dew of thy birth is of the 
womb of the morning. The Lord said 
unto my Lord: Sit thou on my right hand; 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord said unto 
me: Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee. Alleluia.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  96:11                

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad: before the Lord, for he 
is come.
 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Sanctify, O Lord, by the new Birth of 
thine only-begotten Son, the gifts which 
we offer: and cleanse us from all stain 
and spot of sin. Through the same Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Psalm 110:3

The dew of thy birth is of the womb of 
the morning.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God: 
that as he who was born this day the 
Saviour of the world is the author of 
our heavenly birth; so he may likewise 
bestow on us the gift of everlasting life: 
Who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen.
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The Second Sunday 
of Lent
INTROIT

Psalm 27:8.9.1
 My heart hath talked of thee, seek ye my 
face; thy face, Lord, will I seek: O hide 
not thy face from me.  Ps. The Lord is 
my light and salvation: whom then shall 
I fear?  Glory be.

COLLECT
 Almighty God, who seest that we have 
no power of ourselves to help ourselves:  
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 

and inwardly in our souls;  that we may 
be defended from all adversities which 
may happen to the body, and from all 
evil thoughts which may assault and hurt 
the soul.  Through Jesus Christ Our Lord 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God world 
without end. Amen BCP Lent II  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm 83:19,14; 60:4.6

Let the nations know that thou, whose 
name is the Lord: art only the Most 
Highest over all the earth. O my God, 
make them like unto a wheel: and as 
the stubble before the wind. Thou hast 
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my name. He shall call upon me, and 
I will hear him: yea, I am with him in 
trouble. I will deliver him and bring him 
to honour: with long life I will satisfy 
him, and shew him my salvation.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm 91:4           

He shall defend thee under his wings, 
and thou shalt be safe under his feath-
ers: his faithfulness and truth shall be 
thy shield and buckler.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We solemnly offer unto thee, O Lord, 
this sacrifice in the beginning of Lent, 
humbly beseeching thee : that at the 
intercession of Blessed Mary and all 
thy Saints we may be sanctified both in 
body and mind. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Psalm 91:4-5

The Lord shall defend thee under his 
wings, and thou shalt be safe under his 
feathers: his faithfulness and truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May the holy partaking of thy sacrament, 
O Lord, restore us: and, being cleansed 
from our former nature, may we enter 
into the fellowship of these saving Mys-
teries.   Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of  the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

COLLECT
O Lord, who for our sake didst fast forty 
days and forty nights:  give us grace to 
use such abstinence;  that, our flesh being 
subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey 
thy godly motions in righteousness, and 
true holiness, to thy honour and glory: 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity 
of  the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. BCP Lent 1 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm 91 

God shall give his Angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.  They 
shall bear thee in their hands, that thou 
hurt not thy foot against a stone.   Whoso 
dwelleth under the defence of the Most 
High, shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty. I will say unto the Lord: 
Thou art my hope and my stronghold: 
my God, in him will I trust. For he shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the hunter, 
and from the noisome pestilence. He 
shall defend thee under his wings, and 
thou shalt be safe under his feathers.  His 
faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler: thou shalt not be afraid for 
any terror by night. Nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day, for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness, nor for the sick-
ness that destroyeth in the noonday. A 
thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand: but it shall 
not come nigh thee. For he shall give 
his Angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways. They shall bear 
thee in their hands: that thou hurt not 
thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt go 
upon the lion and adder, the young lion 
and the dragon shalt thou tread under 
thy feet. Because he hath set his love 
upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I 
will set him up, because he hath known 
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The Sunday 
After Christmas

Holy Family
INTROIT

Psalm 68:5,6,35,2
God is in his holy habitation; it is he 
that maketh brethren to be of one mind 
in an house: He will give the dominion 
and pre-eminence unto his people.  Ps. 
Let God arise, and let his enemies be 
scattered: let them also that hate him 
flee before him. Glory be.

COLLECT
O Lord Jesu Christ, who being made 
subject unto Mary and Joseph, didst by 
thy wondrous holiness consecrate the life 
of home: grant us, through the assistance 
of them both, so to be taught by the ex-
ample of thy Holy Family; that we may 
attain unto their everlasting fellowship:  
Who livest and reignest one God, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, world without 
end. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm 27:4; 32:1 

One thing I have desired of the Lord, 
which I will require: even that I may 
dwell in the House of the Lord. To behold 
the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit 
his temple.  Alleluia, alleluia. Rejoice in 
the Lord, O ye righteous: for it becometh 
the just to be thankful. Alleluia.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm 31:16-17             

My hope hath been in thee, O Lord: I 
have said, Thou art my God, my time 
is in thy hand.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We offer thee, O Lord, this saving Victim, 
beseeching thee that by the intercession 
of the Virgin Mother of God and of 
blessed Joseph, thou wouldst stablish 
our families firmly in thy peace and 
grace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen.  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Year A

Matthew 2:20
Take the young Child and his mother, 
and go into the land of Israel: for they are 
dead which sought the young Child’s life.

Years B & C
Luke 2:48-49

Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
Behold, thy father and I have sought 
thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, 
How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye 
not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Lord Jesu, who dost refresh us with 
these heavenly sacraments, make us 
continually to follow the example of 
thy Holy Family: that in the hour of our 
death we may be met by the glorious 
Virgin Mary along with blessed Joseph, 
and through thee may be received into 
thine everlasting habitations: Who livest 
and reignest with God the Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God world 
without end. Amen.

17

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Psalm 1:3

He who doth meditate on the law of the 
Lord day and night, will bring forth his 
fruit in due season.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We beseech thee, O Lord our God: 
mercifully to protect us who have now 
received this holy Sacrament, that our 
Lenten fast may be acceptable unto thee, 
and profitable to us for the healing of our 
souls. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

SOLEMN BLESSING 
Priest:    The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
Deacon: Depart in peace.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Deacon:  Bow your heads and pray for 
God’s blessing.

Priest: May God the Father, in his mercy,  
grant all of you, like the prodigal Son, 
the joy of returning home.
All:        Amen.

Priest: May Christ, our model of prayer 
and life, guide you through this Lent to 
true conversion of heart.
All:        Amen.

Priest: May the Spirit of wisdom and 
strength sustain you in your struggle 
against evil, and enable you to celebrate 
with Christ the victory of Easter.
All:        Amen.

Priest: May the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be amongst you, and remain with you 
always.
All:     Amen.

SUGGESTED FINAL HYMN
My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
   Saviour divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
Take all my guilt away,
O let me from this day
   Be wholly thine.

May thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart,
   My zeal inspire;
As thou hast died for me,
O may my love to thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
   A living fire.

While life’s dark maze I tread,
And griefs around me spread,
   Be thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
   From thee aside.

When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold sullen stream
   Shall o’er me roll,
Blest Saviour, then in love
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,
   A ransomed soul.

The First Sunday 
of Lent
INTROIT

Psalm 91:15,16,1
He shall call upon me, and I will hearken 
unto him:  I will deliver him, and bring 
him to honour: with length of days will 
I satisfy him. Ps. Whoso dwelleth un-
der the defence of the Most High, shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty.   
Glory be. 
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Mary, Mother of God  
1st January
INTROIT

Psalm 45:2,11,12
Hail, O Mother most holy, who didst 
give birth to the Monarch reigning over 
heaven and earth, world without end.  Ps. 
My heart is inditing of a good matter: I 
speak of the things which I have made 
unto the King. Glory be.

COLLECT
O God, who didst vouchsafe that, as at 
this time, thy Word was made flesh in 
the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
grant to us thy humble servants; that we, 
believing her to be indeed the Mother of 
God, may by her intercession find favour 
in thy sight. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm 45:4

In thy comeliness and in thy beauty 
go forth, ride prosperously and reign. 
Because of the word of truth of meek-
ness and righteousness: and thy right 
hand shall teach thee terrible things.  
Alleluia, alleluia. After child-bearing 
thou remainedst a pure virgin: Mother 
of God, intercede for us. Alleluia.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE    
Blessed art thou, O Holy Virgin Mary, 
and most worthy of all praise: for out 
of thee arose the Sun of righteousness, 
Christ our God.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We beseech thee, O Lord, that the man-
hood of thine only-begotten Son may in 
such wise avail for our succour: that even 
as he, being born of a Virgin, destroyed 
not but hallowed the innocence of his 
Mother; so he may deliver us from all 
our offences, and render us an oblation 
acceptable unto thee. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen.
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Then shall the celebrant, setting incense 
in the censer, sprinkle the ashes thrice 
with holy water; and he shall cense them 
thrice.  The people come to the chancel 
step. As the imposition takes place, the 
Lent Prose is sung.

R. Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us : 
     for we have sinned against thee.

To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory : lift 
we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings : listen, 
O Jesu, to our supplications. R.  

O thou chief Cornerstone, Right Hand of the 
Father : Way of Salvation, Gate of Life ce-
lestial : cleanse thou our sinful souls from all 
defilement.  R. 

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated : bow 
down and hearken to thy weeping children : 
pity and pardon all our grevous trespasses.  R.   

Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: 
with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.  R.  

Innocent, captive, taken unresisting : falsely 
accused, and for us sinners sentenced, save us, 
we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer.   R.
                                               

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  30:2-3 

I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou 
hast set me up, and not made my foes 
to triumph over me: O Lord my God, 
I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed 
me.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Make us worthy, O Lord, to offer unto 
thee these gifts, wherewith we celebrate 
our beginning of the holy fast. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen.

Holy Baptism. It was also a time when 
those who, because of notorious sins, 
had been separated from the body of the 
faithful, were reconciled by penitence 
and forgiveness, and restored to the 
fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the 
whole congregation was put in mind of 
the message of pardon and absolution 
set forth in the Gospel of our Saviour, 
and of the need which all Christians 
continually have to renew their repent-
ance and faith.

I invite you, therefore, in the name of 
the Church, to the observance of a holy 
Lent, by self examination and repent-
ance; by prayer, fasting, and self denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God’s 
holy Word. To make a right beginning of 
this season, and as a mark of our mortal 
nature, let us now ask God our Father to 
bless these ashes. They have been made 
from the palms with which we joyfully 
greeted Christ our King last Palm Sun-
day, and they are a sign that we mean to 
prepare ourselves with penitence for the 
celebration of his death and resurrection.

After silent  prayer the celebrant says:

O God, who wouldest not the death of 
a sinner, but rather that he should turn 
from his wickedness and live: we be-
seech thee to have compassion on the 
frailty of our mortal nature, and of thy 
goodness to bless        these ashes now 
to be set upon our heads for a token of 
humility and for the remission of our 
sins: that we, acknowledging ourselves 
to be but dust and ashes, and that by 
reason of our mortality we must return 
unto the same, may of thy mercy ob-
tain the pardon of our offences and the 
reward that thou dost promise to them 
that are penitent. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Zechariah 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Sion, 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, 
thy king cometh unto thee; he is just, 
and having salvation.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this communion, O Lord, cleanse
us from guilt: and at the intercession of
blessed Mary the Virgin Mother of 
God, make us partakers of thy heavenly 
healing. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

The Second Sunday
after Christmas

INTROIT
Isaiah 9:2,6

The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light.  Ps.  For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a Son is given; and his 
name will be called Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Glory be.  

COLLECT
O God, whose blessed Son was mani-
fested that he might destroy the works 
of the devil, and make us the sons of 
God, and heirs of eternal life; Grant us, 
we beseech thee, that, having this hope, 
we may purify ourselves, even as he is 
pure; that, when he shall appear again 
with power and great glory, we may be 
made like unto him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where with thee, 
O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, he 
liveth and reigneth ever, one God, world 
without end. Amen.  BCP Ephipany 6 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm 102 & Psalm 97 

The heathen shall fear thy Name, O 
Lord: And all the kings of the earth thy 
majesty. When the Lord shall build up 
Sion: And when his glory shall appear. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. The Lord is King, 
the earth may be glad thereof: Yea, 
the multitude of the isles may be glad 
thereof. Alleluia!

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm 118             

The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-
eminence, the right hand of the Lord 
bringeth mighty things to pass: I shall 
not die, but live, and declare the works 
of the Lord. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We beseech thee, O Lord, that this obla-
tion may evermore cleanse, renew, and 
protect us, and maintain us in the way 
of thy commandments. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen.  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Luke 4

All wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord, who hast fulfilled us with the 
Bread of heaven: grant, that we may 
ever hunger for the same, as the means 
whereby we truly live. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.
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Ash Wednesday
The Beginning of Lent

ENTRANCE HYMN
Forty days and forty nights
Thou wast fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights
Tempted, and yet undefiled.

Sunbeams scorching all the day;
Chilly dewdrops nightly shed;
Prowling beasts about thy way;
Stones thy pillow; earth thy bed.

Shall not we thy sorrow share,
And from earthly joys abstain,
Fasting with unceasing prayer,
Glad with thee to suffer pain?

And if Satan, vexing sore,
Flesh or spirit should assail,
Thou, his vanquisher before,
Grant we may not faint nor fail.

So shall we have peace divine;
Holier gladness ours shall be;
Round us too shall angels shine,
Such as ministered to thee.

Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,
Ever constant by thy side;
That with thee we may appear
At th’ eternal Eastertide.

INTROIT
Wisdom 11:24-25,27; Psalm 57

Thou hast mercy on all things, O Lord, 
and hatest nothing that thou hast created: 
and overlooked men’s iniquities, because 
they should amend, and sparest all men, 
for they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of 
souls.  Ps. Be merciful unto me, O God, 
be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth 
in thee.  Glory be.

When the Introit is finished, the cel-
ebrant goes to the centre of the altar for 
the Collect, omitting Kyrie Eleison and 
Gloria in Excelsis.

COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, who 
hatest nothing that thou hast made and 
dost forgive the sins of all them that are 
penitent: Create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts, that we, worthily 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging 
our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. Amen  BCP Ash Wednesday  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm  57:2,4; 103:10; 79:8,9)

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merci-
ful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee. 
He shall send from heaven: and save me 
from the reproof of him that would eat 
me up. O Lord, deal not with us after 
our sins: nor reward us according to our 
wickednesses. O Lord, remember not 
our old sins, but have mercy upon us, 
and that soon: For we are come to great 
misery. Help us, O God of our salvation, 
for the glory of thy Name, O Lord: O 
deliver us and be merciful unto our sins, 
for thy Name’s sake.

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
A table, having been previously pre-
pared, is placed in the chancel. At the 
end of  the homily, the celebrant stands 
at the table, facing the people, flanked 
by his ministers. 

Celebrant:  Dear People of God: The first 
Christians observed with great devotion 
the days of our Lord’s passion and resur-
rection, and it became the custom of the 
Church to prepare for them by a season 
of penitence and fasting. This season of 
Lent provided a time in which converts 
to  the  Faith  were  prepared  for 
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so we may be presented unto thee with 
pure and clean hearts.Through the same 
Jesus Christ thine only Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost,  one God, world 
without end. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Psalm 48:9-10; 138:2 

We have waited, O God, for thy loving-
kindness in the midst of thy temple: 
according to thy Name, O God, so is 
thy praise unto the world’s end. Like as 
we have heard, so we have seen in the 
city of our God: even upon his holy hill. 
Alleluia, alleluia. I will worship toward 
thy holy temple, and will sing praises 
unto thy name. Alleluia.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Psalm  45:2           

Full of grace are thy lips: because God 
hath blessed thee for ever. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God, 

that as these sacred gifts are this day 
hallowed by the offering up of thy Son, 
so the prayers of his glorious Mother 
may gain for us the brightness of the 
everlasting light. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Luke 2:26

It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy 
Spirit: that he should not see death, be-
fore he had seen the Lord’s Anointed.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We beseech thee, O Lord our God: that 
these holy mysteries wherewith thou dost 
renew our strength, may, by the inter-
cession of blessed Mary ever-Virgin, be 
for our healing both now and in eternity 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.

Lent
The faithful are to be encouraged to see Lent as their preparation to enter the 
Paschal Mystery of the death and resurrection of the Lord, the Easter Triduum, 
rather than as a mere imitation of the forty days in the wilderness.
Those who are to be baptized and/or confirmed at Easter are prepared for the 
sacraments, and the rest of the faithful express their penitence sacramentally. 
That is why the Gospel readings anciently used in baptismal preparation (the 
ones set for Year A) may be used in years B and C, in which case the themes 
of Lent are:

1st Sunday: The Temptation in the Wilderness
2nd Sunday: The Transfiguration
3rd Sunday: Living Water (the Samaritan woman)
4th Sunday: Enlightenment (the man blind from birth)
5th Sunday: New Life (the raising of Lazarus)
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The Epiphany 
of the Lord

INTROIT
Mal. 3:1; 1 Chron.19:12; Ps. 

72:1,10,11
Behold he appeareth, the Lord and 
Ruler : and in his hand the kingdom, and 
power, and dominion. Ps. Give the King 
thy judgements, O God : and thy right-
eousness unto the King’s Son.   Glory be.  

COLLECT
O God, who by the leading of a star 
didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to 
the Gentiles: mercifully grant; that we, 
who know thee now by faith, may after 
this life have the fruition of thy glori-
ous Godhead. Through the same, thy 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. BCP Ephipany 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Isaiah 60:6,1; Matthew 2:2 

All they from Saba shall come, bringing 
gold and incense, and shall show forth 
the praises of the Lord. Arise and shine, 
O Jerusalem : for the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee. Alleluia, alleluia. We 
have seen his star in the East, and are 
come with offerings to worship the Lord. 
Alleluia.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm 72:10-11             

The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall 
give presents; the kings of Arabia and 
Saba shall bring gifts : all kings shall 
fall down before him; all nations shall 
do him service. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We beseech thee, O Lord, graciously 

regard the offering of thy Church: not 
now of gold, frankincense and myrrh, 
but of him whom these gifts did signify, 
who in these Mysteries is both offered 
and received, Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord.  Who liveth and reigneth with thee 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end.   Amen.  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Matthew 2:2

We have seen his Star in the East, and 
are come with our offerings to worship 
the Lord. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God: 
to apprehend with the clear vision of a 
pure mind these most holy mysteries, 
which we in solemn worship celebrate. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen.
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Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And with thy spirit.

The priest says:  
Forty days ago we celebrated the joy-
ful feast of the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Today we recall the holy day on 
which he was presented in the temple, 
fulfilling the law of Moses and at the 
same time going to meet his faithful 
people.  Led by the Spirit, Simeon and 
Anna came to the temple, recognised 
Christ as their Lord, and proclaimed him 
with joy.  United by the Spirit, may we 
go now to the house of God to welcome 
Christ the Lord.  There we shall recognise 
him in the Breaking of the Bread until 
he comes again in glory.

The people’s candles are now lit while 
the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace: according to thy word. For mine 
eyes have seen; thy salvation, Which 
thou hast prepared; before the face of 
all people; To be a light to lighten the 
gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people 
Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be; world without end. Amen.

The people hold up their candles to the 
priest who blesses them saying:  
Let us pray.  O God our Father, who art 
the source of all light, who didst this day 
reveal to the agéd Simeon thy light of 
revelation to the nations.  We beseech 
thee that thou wouldest bless     these 
candles, that we who bear them to praise 
thy glory may walk in the path of good-
ness and come to the Light which shineth 
for ever, even thy Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
The priest sprinkles the candles and those 
who hold them with holy water.

This hymn is sung as the priest and his 
ministers process to the sanctuary:
See how the age-long promise of a Saviour
Spoken through lips of prophets 
 by the Spirit,
In blesséd Mary, 
 Mother of the Christ-child,
 Finds its fulfilment.

Virgin most pure, 
 and wondrously conceiving,
bearing incarnate God in awed obedience,
Now she presents him 
 for a spotless offering
 Unto his Father.

In God’s high temple, 
 Simeon the righteous
Takes to his loving arms with holy rapture
That One 
 for whom his longing eyes had waited,
 Jesus, Messiah.

Where now his Mother 
 next her Son is seated,
In those fair mansions 
 of the heavenly kingdom,
May Christ our Saviour 
 grant to us his servants
 Life everlasting.

Father eternal, Son and Holy Spirit,
Trinity blesséd, Maker and redeemer,
Giver of life, and Author of salvation,
 Thine be the glory.

INTROIT
Malachi 3:1, Psalm 44:2

The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly 
come to his temple; Even the Messenger 
of the covenant whom ye delight in.  Ps. 
O God, we have heard with our ears: 
Our fathers have declared unto us. v. 
Glory be. 

COLLECT
Almighty everlasting God, we humbly 
beseech thy majesty: that, as thy only-
begotten Son was this day presented in 
the temple in substance of our flesh; 
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The Baptism 
of the Lord

INTROIT
Psalm 45:7,1

Thou hast loved righteousness, and 
hated iniquity; Wherefore God, even 
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil 
of gladness above thy fellows.  Ps.  My 
heart overfloweth with a good matter; I 
speak of the things which I have made 
concerning the King.  Glory be.

COLLECT
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of 
Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim 
him thy beloved Son and anoint him with 
the Holy Spirit: grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the 
covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Saviour; who 
with thee and the same Spirit liveth and 
reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Psalm 72:18; 89:21 

Blessed be the Lord, even the God of 
Israel: which only doeth wondrous 
things. The mountains also shall bring 
peace: and the little hills righteousness 
unto the people.  Alleluia, alleluia. I have 
found David my servant. With my holy 
oil have I anointed him. Alleluia.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  118:26-27           

Blessed be he that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord: we have wished you good 
luck, we that are of the house of the 
Lord. God is the Lord who hath showed 
us light. Alleluia alleluia. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We offer our sacrifice unto thee, O Lord, 
in remembrance of the manifestation of 
thy new-born Son, humbly beseeching 
thee: that as he is himself the author of our 
gifts, so he may also mercifully receive 
the same; Who liveth and reigneth with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end.  Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Galatians 3.7

As many of you as have been baptised 
into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Prevent us, O Lord, we beseech thee, at 
all times and in all places with heavenly 
light: that as thou hast vouchsafed to 
make us partakers of this mystery, so 
we may understand it in purity of heart, 
and receive it with worthy affection. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.
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The Presentation of the Lord 
2nd February

INTRODUCTORY RITE 
AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH
The people, holding unlighted candles, 
stand when the handbells are rung. They 
turn to face the back of the church.  As 
the priest and his ministers enter, the 
choir sings:  We have waited, O God, 
for thy loving-kindness in the midst of 
thy temple; according to thy Name, O 
God, so is thy praise unto the world’s 

end: thy right hand is full of righteous-
ness.  Great is the Lord, and highly to 
be praised: in the city of our God, even 
upon his holy hill. v. Glory be. (Psalm 
48:10,11,2)
The priest sings:
          In the name of the Father,
   and of the Son,  
   and of the Holy Ghost.
All:  Amen.
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