
31

land, O Lord: and divided it. Heal the 
sores thereof: for it shaketh. That they 
may triumph because of the truth: that 
thy beloved may be delivered.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  118:47-48 

My delight shall be in thy command-
ments, which I have loved: my hands also 
will I lift up unto thy commandments, 
which I have loved.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We beseech thee, O Lord, that thou 
wouldest sanctify these offerings 
through the glorious Transfiguration 
of thine only-begotten Son, and by the 
brightness of his glory, cleanse us from 
the stains of our sins; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end.   Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Matthew 17:17

Tell the vision to no man, until the Son 
of Man be risen again from the dead.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
May the holy partaking of thy sacrament, 
O Lord, restore us: and, being cleansed 
from our former nature, may we enter 
into the fellowship of these saving Mys-
teries.   Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of  the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

The Third Sunday 
of Lent
INTROIT

Psalm  25:15,16, 1-2
Mine eyes are ever looking unto the 
Lord, for he shall pluck my feet out of 
the net : look thou upon me, and have 
mercy upon me, for I am desolate, and in 
misery. Ps. Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up 
my soul : my God, in thee have I trusted, 
let me not be confounded. Glory be. 

COLLECT
We beseech thee, almighty God, look 
upon the hearty desires of thy humble 
servants:  and stretch forth the right hand 
of thy majesty, to be our defence against 
all our enemies.  Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God world without end. Amen. BCP Lent III 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
 Psalm  9:19,3; 123:1-3

Up Lord, and let not man have the upper 
hand : let the heathen be judged in thy 
sight. While mine enemies are driven 
back : they shall fall and perish at thy 
presence. Unto thee lift I up mine eyes: 
O thou that dwellest in the heavens. Be-
hold, even as the eyes of servants : look 
unto the hand of their masters. And as the 
eyes of a maiden : unto the hand of her 
mistress. Even so our eyes wait upon the 
Lord our God until he have mercy upon 
us. Have mercy upon us, O Lord : have 
mercy upon us. 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  19:8,10,11 

The statutes of the Lord are right, and 
rejoice the heart; sweeter also than honey 
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This hymn accompanies the procession, 
with the last two verses being sung as the 
Blessed Sacrament is being honoured at 
the Altar of Repose.

Of the glorious Body telling,
O my tongue, its mysteries sing,
And the Blood, all price excelling, 
Which the world’s eternal King,
In a noble womb once dwelling,
Shed for this world’s ransoming.

Given for us, for us descending,
Of a Virgin to proceed,
Man with man in converse blending,
Scattered he the Gospel seed,
Till his sojourn drew to ending,
Which he closed in wondrous deed.

At the last great Supper lying
Circled by his brethren’s band,
Meekly with the law complying,
First he finished its command,
Then, immortal Food supplying,
Gave himself with his own hand.

Word made Flesh, by word he maketh
Very bread his Flesh to be;
Man in wine Christ’s Blood partaketh:
And if sensed fail to see,
Faith alone the true heart waketh
To behold the mystery.

Therefore we, before him bending,
This great Sacrament revere;
Types and shadows have their ending,
For the newer rite is here;
Faith, our outward sense befriending,
Makes the inward vision clear.

Glory let us give, and blessing
To the Father, and the Son;
Honour, might, and praise addressing,
While eternal ages run;
Ever too his love confessing,
Who, from both, with both is one.

The faithful should be encouraged to 
continue adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament until midnight.
The priest and his ministers return to 
the sacristy. During the stripping of the 
altars Psalm 22 is read in the minimum 
of light:

PSALM 22 
Deus, Deus meus

1. My God, my God, look upon me; 
why hast thou forsaken me : and art 
so far from my health, and from the 
words of my complaint?

2. O my God, I cry in the day-time, 
but thou hearest not : and in the night-
season also I take no rest.

3. And thou continuest holy : O thou 
worship of Israel.

4. Our fathers hoped in thee : they 
trusted in thee, and thou didst deliver 
them.

5. They called upon thee, and were 
holpen : they put their trust in thee, 
and were not confounded.

6. But as for me, I am a worm, and 
no man : a very scorn of men, and the 
outcast of the people.

7. All they that see me laugh me to 
scorn: they shoot our their lips, and 
shake their heads, saying,

8. He trusted in God, that he would 
deliver him : let him deliver him, if he 
will have him.

9. But thou art he that took me out of 
my mother’s womb : thou wast my 
hope, when I hanged yet upon my 
mother’s breasts.



and the honeycomb : moreover by them 
is thy servant taught.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Accept, we beseech thee, O Lord, the 
devout offering of thy servants; and 
mercifully cleanse their hearts by these 
divine mysteries, whereby thou makest 
thy salvation known. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end.  Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Year A

John 4:13-14
Whoso drinketh the water that I shall 
give him, saith the Lord: it shall be in 
him a well of water, springing up unto 
everlasting life. 

Years B & C
Psalm 84:3-4

The sparrow hath found her an house, 
and the swallow a nest where she may 
lay her young: even thy altars, O Lord 
of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed 
are they that dwell in thy house: they 
will be alway praising thee.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Lord, of thy mercy deliver from guilt, 
and shield from danger, those whom 
thou dost grant to partake of so great a 
mystery.   Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of  the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end.  Amen.
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The Fourth Sunday 
of Lent
INTROIT

Isaiah 66:10,11; Psalm 122:1
Rejoice ye with Jerusalem; and be ye 
glad for her, all ye that delight in her: 
exult and sing for joy with her, all ye that 
in sadness mourn for her; that ye may 
suck, and be satisfied with the breasts 
of her consolations. Ps. I was glad when 
they said unto me: We will go into the 
house of the Lord. Glory be. 
                                                

COLLECT
Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God:  
that we, who for our evil deeds do 
worthily deserve to be punished, by the 
comfort of thy grace may mercifully be 
relieved.  Through Jesus Christ Our Lord 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God world 
without end.  Amen. BCP Lent IV 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Psalm 122:1,7; Psalm 125:1-2

I was glad when they said unto me: we 
will go into the house of the Lord.  Peace 
be within thy walls: and plenteousness 
within thy palaces.  They that put their 
trust in the Lord, shall be even as the 
mount Sion: which may not be removed, 
but standeth fast for ever. The hills stand 
about Jerusalem: even so standeth the 
Lord round about his people, from this 
time forth for evermore.
                                               

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  135:3-6

O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gra-
cious; O sing praises unto his name, 
for it is lovely: whatsoever the Lord 
pleased, that did he in heaven and in 
earth. 
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Back to the Church which still that Faith  
 doth keep:
Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be,
One through this Sacrament of unity.

So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease,
May we be one with all thy Church above,
One with thy saints in one unbroken peace,
One with thy saints in one unbounded love:
More blesséd still, in peace and love to be
One with the Trinity in Unity.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty everlasting God, that 
this memorial sacrifice may be accept-
able in thy sight, through him who on 
this day ordained it for his disciples, the 
same thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who  liveth and reigneth with thee in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen.

PREPARATION OF 
THE COMMUNICANTS

The Invitation, the Confession and the 
Absolution occur as usual.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Preface of the Holy Cross is used.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
1 Corinthians 11:24-25

This is my Body, which is given for 
you; this cup is the new Testament in 
my Blood, saith the Lord: this do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

COMMUNION HYMN
Once, only once, and once for all,
His precious life he gave;
Before the cross in faith we fall,
And own it strong to save.

‘One offering, single and complete,’
With lips and hearts we say;
But what he never can repeat
He shows forth day by day.

For as the priest of Aaron’s line
Within the holiest stood,
And sprinkled all the mercy-shrine
With sacrificial Blood.

So he, who once atonement wrought,
Our Priest of endless power,
Presents himself for those he bought
In that dark noontide hour.

His manhood pleads where now it lives
On heaven’s eternal throne,
And where in mystic rite he gives
Its presence to his own.

And so we show thy death, O Lord,
Till thou again appear,
And feel, when we approach thy board,
We have an altar here.

AFTER COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O Lord our God, who hast refreshed us 
with the Bread of Life, fulfil, we beseech 
thee, through thy gift of immortality, the 
desires of this our mortal life. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen.

PROCESSION TO THE 
ALTAR OF REPOSE 

After the prayer the priest stands be-
fore the altar and puts incense in the 
thurible. Kneeling, he incenses the 
Blessed Sacrament three times. Then 
he receives the humeral veil, takes the 
ciborium, and covers it with the ends 
of the veil.

The Blessed Sacrament is carried 
through the church in procession, led by 
a cross-bearer and accompanied by can-
dles and incense, to the Altar of Repose. 
The priest then sets the ciborium down, 
puts incense in the thurible and,  kneel-
ing, incenses the Blessed Sacrament. 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We beseech thee, O Lord, make us ever 
devoted to thy solemn worship, and fit 
both in body and soul for the celebration 
of thy holy mysteries. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end.  Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Year A

John 9:6,11,38
The Lord spat on the ground and made 
clay of the spittle, and he anointed mine 
eyes, and I went and washed, and I re-
ceiv- ed sight and believed in God.

Year B 
Psalm 122:3-4

Jerusalem is built as a city, that is at 
unity in itself: for thither the tribes go 
up, even the tribes of the Lord; to testify 
unto thy name, O Lord.

Year C
Luke 15:2

It is meet that we should be glad, my 
son, for thy brother was dead and is alive 
again: was lost and is found.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful God, 
that we who are fed continually with 
thy holy gifts may ever receive the same 
with pure hearts and in true devotion.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord who 
liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

BLESSING OF SIMNEL CAKE
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we 
thank thee for the blessings of family life, 
for the love we received from those who 

nurtured us when we were children. Hear 
our prayers for mothers everywhere,that 
they may never lose heart nor be taken 
for granted, but receive honour and 
love from their children.  Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end.  Amen.
O God,         bless this simnel cake that 
it may be a sign to us of the feeding, 
love and care that we have received  
from our earthly mothers through whom 
thou gavest us life; from Holy Mother 
Church  through whom we are reborn 
and nurtured in Christ; from Blessed 
Mary, mother of all her Son’s people, 
through whose prayers we are brought 
safely to our heavenly home. Through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

WHEN FLOWERS ARE BLESSED:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
creator of all things, whose Son Jesus 
Christ didst admire the lillies of the field 
and taught us to imitate them by trust-
ing in thy goodness and love;       Bless 
these flowers; accept them as a sweet 
fragrance. We beseech thee that thou 
wouldst fill the hearts of those who of-
fered them, and our mothers who will 
receive them, with love for thee and for 
blessed Mary, Mother of thy Son our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end.  Amen. 
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Lord and Master, have washed your feet: How 
much more ought ye to wash one another’s feet? §
Psalm 49 O hear ye this, all ye. Ponder it 
with your ears, all ye that dwell in the world. 
Repeat to §.
 
John 13 By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
Jesus said unto his disciples, by this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.
I Corinthians 13 Let these three abide in you, 
faith, hope and charity: but the greatest of 
these is charity. § Now abideth faith, hope and 
charity, these three: but the greatest of these is 
charity. Repeat to §. 

I John 2,3,4  Where charity and love are, there 
is God. The love of Christ joined us in one, let 
us rejoice and be glad in him.Let us fear and 
love the living God. And love one another in 
sincerity of heart.

I John 2,3,4 Where charity and love are, there 
is God. When therefore, we are joined together, 
let us see that we are not divided in spirit. Let 
all malicious wranglings and contentions cease. 
And let Christ or God be in the midst of us.

I John 2,3,4 Where charity and love are, there 
is God. So we may with the blessed see. In 
glory thy countenance, Christ or God. Joy 
that is infinite and undefiled, for ever and for 
evermore.  Amen. 
The priest says Our Father secretly.

Priest:  And lead us not into temptation.
People: But deliver us from evil.
Priest:  Thou hast charged, O Lord.
People: That we should diligently 
    keep thy commandments.
Priest:  Thou didst wash the feet 
    of thy disciples.
People: Despise not the works 
    of thine own hands.
Priest:  Lord, hear my prayer.
People: And let my cry come unto thee.
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

The priest continues:
Let us pray.
We beseech thee, O Lord,  mercifully to 
assist this our bounden duty and service: 
and forasmuch as thou didst vouchsafe  
to wash the feet of thy disciples, despise 
not thou the works of thine own hands, 
which thou hast bidden  us to follow: and 
mercifully grant that, as we have this day 
washed away our outward defilements,  
so also our secret sins may be cleansed 
by thee: who livest and reignest God: 
throughout all ages, world without end.
All: Amen.

Those whose feet have been washed 
now return to their places.

THE LITURGY OF 
THE EUCHARIST

              OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  118:16-17 

The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-
eminence; the right hand of the Lord 
bringeth mighty things to pass: I shall 
not die, but live, and declare the works 
of the Lord.

HYMN
O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray
That all thy Church might be for ever one,
Grant us at every Eucharist to say
With longing heart and soul, “Thy will be done.”
Oh, may we all one Bread, one Body be,
One through this Sacrament of unity.

For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede;
Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease;
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead,
By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace:
Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be,
One through this Sacrament of unity.

We pray thee, too, for wanderers from thy fold;
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep,
Back to the Faith which saints believed of old,
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I will receive the cup of salvation
and call upon the Name of the Lord.  R.

Right dear in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints.
Behold, O Lord, I am thy servant; 
thou hast broken my bonds in sunder. R.

I will offer to thee
  the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and will call upon the Name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows unto the Lord, 
in the presence of all his people. R.

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

At the end of the reading the reader says: 
This is the Word of the Lord.
All respond: Thanks be to God.
The people stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Philippians 2:9

Christ became obedient for our sakes 
unto death : even the death of the Cross.  
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him : and given him a Name which is 
above every name.

GOSPEL READING 
John 13:1-15

Deacon:   The Lord be with you.
People:    And also with you.
Deacon:  The Continuation of the
          holy Gospel according to John.
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord.

At the end of the Gospel Reading:
     This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

THE SERMON
The sermon should explain the principal 
mysteries which are commemorated in 

this Mass: the institution of the Eucha-
rist, the institution of the priesthood, 
and the Lord’s commandment to love 
one another.

THE WASHING OF THE FEET
The liturgical washing of the feet shows 
the love of Christ, who washed the feet 
of his disciples at the Last Supper.
The men who are to receive the washing 
are led forward to the chairs provided.  

The people remain seated. 
 
During  the washing of the feet, the choir 
sings the traditional series of antiphons:

John 13  A new commandment give I unto 
you : That ye love one another as I have loved 
you, saith the Lord.§
Psalm 119 Blessed are those that are undefiled 
in the way: And walk in the law of the Lord.   
Repeat to §

John 13 After the Lord had risen from supper 
he put water in a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet: This example left he unto them.§
Psalm 48 Great is the Lord, and highly to be 
praised : In the city of our God, even upon his 
holy hill.  Repeat to § 
John 13 The Lord Jesus after he had supped 
with his disciples washed their feet, and said 
unto them: Know ye what I your Lord and 
Master have done unto you? I have given you 
an example That ye should do as I have done 
unto you.§
Psalm 85  Lord, thou art become gracious unto 
thy land: Thou hast turned away the captivity 
of Jacob. Repeat to §. 
John 13 Lord, dost thou wash my feet?
Jesus answered and said unto him: If I wash 
not thy feet, thou hast no part in me.§ He came 
therefore unto Simon Peter:  And Peter said 
unto him. Repeat to §.
 
John 13  What I do thou knowest not now But  
thou shalt know hereafter. Lord, dost thou wash 
my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him: If I 
wash not thy feet, thou hast no part in me. If I, your



The Fifth Sunday 
of Lent

“Passion Sunday”
INTROIT

Psalm 43:1-3
Give sentence with me, O God, and 
defend the cause of my soul against the 
ungodly people: deliver me and rid me 
from the deceitful and wicked man; for 
thou, O Lord, art my God, and my strong 
salvation. Ps. O send out thy light and 
thy truth, that they may lead me: and 
bring me to thy holy hill, and to thy 
dwelling. Glory be is not said.
 

COLLECT
 We beseech thee, almighty God, merci-
fully to look upon thy people: that by thy 
great goodness they may be governed 
and preserved evermore, both in body 
and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end.  Amen. BCPLent V 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Psalm 143:9,10;  18:49; 129:1-4

Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: 
teach me to do the thing that pleaseth 
thee. It is the Lord that delivereth me 
from my cruel enemies, and setteth me 
up above mine adversaries: thou shalt 
deliver me from the wicked man. Many 
a time have they fought against me: from 
my youth up. May Israel now say: yea, 
many a time have they vexed me from 
my youth up. But they have not prevailed 
against me: the plowers ploughed upon 
my back. And made long furrows: but 
the righteous Lord hath hewn the snares 
of the ungodly in pieces.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  119:7,17

 I will give thanks unto the Lord with 
my whole heart: O do well unto thy 
servant, that I may live, and keep thy 
word: quicken thou me, according to 
thy word, O Lord. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Look favourably, almighty God, on the 
offerings of thy faithful people; that 
the chains of earth hold them not cap-
tive whom the passion of thy Son hath 
freed. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end.  Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
John 12:26

If any man serve me, let him follow 
me: and where I am, there shall also my 
servant be. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assist us, O Lord our God:  that we, 
whom thou hast here refreshed with thy 
holy mysteries, may be defended by thy 
perpetual succour.   Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord who liveth and reigneth with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.
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    That for my sake
    My Lord should take 
   Frail flesh, and die?
He came from his blest throne,
 Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
 The longed-for Christ would know.
   But O, my friend,
    My friend indeed,
    Who at my need
   His life did spend!
Sometimes they strew his way,
 And his sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
 Hosannas to their King.
   Then ‘Crucify!’
    Is all their breath,
    And for his death
   They thirst and cry.
Why, what hath my Lord done?
 What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
 He gave the blind their sight.
   Sweet injuries!
    Yet they at these
    Themselves displease,
   And ‘gainst him rise.

They rise, and needs will have
 My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
 The Prince of Life they slay.
   Yet cheerful he
    To suffering goes,
    That he his foes
   From thence might free.
Here might I stay and sing,
 No story so divine;
Never was love, dear King,
 Never was grief like thine.
   This is my Friend,
    In whose sweet praise
    I all my days
   Could gladly spend.

INTROIT
Galatians 6:14; Psalm 67

But as for us, it behoveth us to glory 
in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
in whom is our salvation, our life, and 

resurrection; by whom we were saved, 
and obtained our freedom.  Ps. God be 
merciful unto us, and bless us: and shew 
us the light of his countenance, and be 
merciful unto us. But as for us . . .
The Kyrie Eleison and Gloria in Ex-
celsis are sung. During the Gloria, the 
churchbells are rung, and then remain 
silent until the Gloria of the Resurrection 
at the Easter Vigil.

COLLECT
O God, by frequenting this most holy 
Supper, in which thine only-begotten 
Son, about to hand himself over to death, 
forever commended to the Church this 
new sacrifice and banquet of his love: 
grant us, we beseech thee, that from 
this great  mystery we may know the 
fullness of love and life. Through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, one God world without 
end. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF 
THE WORD OF GOD   

THE FIRST READING 
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14

At the end of the reading the reader says: 
This is the Word of the Lord.
All respond: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 116

R. The cup of blessing which we bless 
  is a communion with the 
   Blood of Christ.

What reward shall I give unto the Lord 
for all the benefits 
that he hath done unto me?
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Maundy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper
According to the Church’s tradition, the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated 
in the evening, at a convenient hour, 
with the full participation of the faithful. 

The tabernacle should be entirely empty. 
A sufficient amount of bread is to be 
consecrated at this Mass for the com-
munion of clergy and laity tomorrow.

In a chapel, or at least a distinct area 
away from the sanctuary, an “Altar of 
Repose” is set up in preparation for 
this Mass. It ought to be decorated with 
flowers and candles. On this altar there 

should be a white cloth and a corporal 
spread in front of the open tabernacle. 
Any image or picture above or behind 
the tabernacle should be removed or 
veiled.

INTRODUCTORY 
RITES

HYMN
My song is love unknown,
 My Saviour’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown,
 That they might lovely be.
   O who am I,
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On this day the church celebrates Christ’s 
entrance into Jerusalem to accomplish 
his paschal mystery. Accordingly, the 
memorial of this event is included in 
every Mass, with the procession or sol-
emn entrance before the principal Mass 
of the day.

SOLEMN PROCESSION
Where possible the people assemble away 
from the church. Otherwise it is appro-
priate that the blessing and distribution 
of palms take place at the chancel step.

A table with the palm crosses on it is 
prepared. Red vestments are worn, the 
priest beginning with the cope, exchang-
ing it for the chasuble at the end of the 
procession.

Following the arrival of the priest and 
his ministers  two servers ensure that the 
prepared table is conveniently placed. 
(If this happens inside the church, the 
table should be moved to the midst of 
the chancel.) 

Meanwhile the choir sings this 
antiphon:Hosanna to the Son of David: 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. O King of Israel: Hosanna  in  
the highest.

The priest addresses the people:  
Dear friends in Christ: for five weeks of 
Lent we have been preparing by works 
of charity and self-sacrifice, for the cel-
ebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery.  
Today we come together to begin this 
solemn celebration in union with the 
whole Church throughout the world. 
Christ entered in triumph into his own 
city, to complete his work as our Mes-

siah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again.  
Let us remember with devotion this entry 
which began his saving work and fol-
low him with a lively faith.  United with 
him in his suffering on the cross, may 
we share his resurrection and new life.

The priest, with hands joined, sings or 
says the prayer for the blessing of palms:
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Priest:  Let us pray.  
Bless,       O Lord, we pray thee, these 
branches of palm: and grant that as thy 
people outwardly with their bodies do 
worship thee, so inwardly in their souls 
they may serve thee with pure devo-
tion, that they may be victorious over 
the assaults of the enemy, and cleave 
steadfastly unto all good works.  Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The priest sprinkles the palms with holy 
water and incenses them. He then dis-
tributes the palms to the people at the 
chancel steps, the people making a single 
queue in the centre aisle of the church. 
During the distribution of palms, the 
choir sings Psalms 24 and 47:

Antiphon 1: The children of the Hebrews, 
bearing branches of olive, went out to meet 
the Lord, crying out and saying : Hosanna in 
the highest. 

Psalm 24 Domini est terra. 
  1  The earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein 
is : the compass of the world, and they that 
dwell therein.
  2  For he hath founded it upon the seas : and 
stablished it upon the floods.
  3  Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord : 
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Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him: and given him a Name which is 
above every name.

           OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Psalm  69:21,22

Thy rebuke hath broken my heart, 
and I am full of heaviness: I looked 
for some to have pity on me, but there 
was no man: neither found I any to 
comfort me; they gave me gall to eat, 
and when I was thirsty they gave me 
vinegar to drink. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
We offer to thee, O God the Father 
almighty, our paschal sacrifice of the 
spotless Lamb, beseeching thee that his 
blood may save us from the destroyer, 
and we be brought to our promised land. 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God world 
without end.  Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
 Matthew 26:42

O my Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me, except I drink it: thy 
will be done.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Look graciously on thy people, O Lord, 
who commemorate the beginning of their 
redemption; and grant them its fruits 
through this sacrament, unto increase 
of holiness.  Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.  
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or who shall rise up in his holy place?
  4  Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart : and that hath not lift up his mind unto 
vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neighbour.
  5  He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord : and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.
  6  This is the generation of them that seek 
him : even of them that seek thy face, O God 
of Jacob.
  7  Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye 
lift up, ye everlasting doors : and the King of 
glory shall come in.
  8  Who is this King of glory : It is the Lord 
strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in 
battle.
  9  Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye 
lift up, ye everlasting doors : and the King of 
glory shall come in.
10  Who is this King of glory : Even the Lord 
of hosts, he is the King of glory.

Glory be.

Antiphon 2: The children of the Hebrews 
strawed their raiment in the way and cried out 
saying : Hosanna to the Son of David : blessed 
is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.

Psalm 47  Omnes gentes, plaudite
  1 O clap your hands together, all ye peoples 
: O sing unto God with the voice of melody.
  2  For the Lord is high, and to be feared : he 
is the great King upon all the earth.
  3  He shall subdue the peoples under us : and 
the nations under our feet.
  4  He shall choose out an heritage for us : 
even the excellency of Jacob, whom he loved.
  5  God is gone up with a merry noise : and 
the Lord with the sound of the trump.
  6  O sing praises, sing praises unto our God 
: O sing praises, sing praises unto our King.
  7  For God is the King of all the earth : sing 
ye praises with understanding.
  8  God reigneth over the nations : God sitteth 
upon his holy seat.
  9  The princes of the peoples are joined unto 
the people of the God of Abraham : for God, 
which is very high exalted, doth defend the 
earth, as it were with a shield.

Glory be.

The Gospel of the Entry into Jerusalem 
is read, the priest having blessed incense 
and the deacon in the usual way. If this 
is taking place inside the church, the 
Gospel is read from the chancel step.

Deacon: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Deacon: The Continuation of the holy  
       Gospel according to Matthew.
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

 And when they drew near to Jeru-
salem and came to Bethphage, to the 
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples,  saying to them: “Go into the 
village opposite you, and immediately 
you will find an ass tied, and a colt with 
her; untie them and bring them to me.  If 
any one says anything to you, you shall 
say, `The Lord has need of them,’ and 
he will send them immediately.”   
 This took place to fulfil what was 
spoken by the prophet, saying,  “Tell 
the daughter of Sion, Behold, your king 
is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an 
ass.”  
 The disciples went and did as Jesus 
had directed them;  they brought the ass 
and the colt, and put their garments on 
them, and he sat thereon.  
 Most of the crowd spread their 
garments on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road.  
 And the crowds that went before him 
and that followed him shouted, “Ho-
sanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” 

Deacon: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The organist plays an introduction to the 
first hymn while the procession forms 
up. Then:

Deacon: Let us proceed in peace.
People: In the name of Christ. Amen.

At least the first of these hymns is sung 
during the procession:

 All glory, laud, and honour
 To thee, Redeemer, King,
 To whom the lips of children
 Made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel,
Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s name comest,
The King and blessed One.  All glory . . .

The company of Angels
Are praising thee on high,
And mortal men and all things
Created make reply.  All glory . . .

The people of the Hebrews
With palms before thee went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems
Before thee we present.  All glory . . .

To thee before thy passion
They sang their hymns of praise;
To thee now high exalted
Our melody we raise.  All glory . . .

Thou didst accept their praises,
Accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest,
Thou good and gracious King.  All glory . . .

Do thou direct our footsteps
Upon our earthly way,
And bring us by thy mercy
To heaven’s eternal day.  All glory . . .

Within that blesséd City
Thy praises may we sing,
And ever raise hosannas
To our most loving King.  All glory . . .

Ride on! ride on in majesty!
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry;
Thine humble beast pursues his road
With palms and scattered garments strowed.

Ride on! ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die:
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
The wingéd squadrons of the sky
Look down with sad and wondering eyes
To see the approaching sacrifice.

Ride on! ride on in majesty!
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh;
The Father, on his sapphire throne,
Expects his own anointed Son.

Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, thy power, and reign.

INTROIT 
O Lord, remove not thy succour afar from 
me; have respect to my defence, and hear 
me: deliver me from the mouth of the lion; 
yea, from the horns of the unicorns hast 
thou regarded my cry.  My God, my God, 
look upon me; why hast thou forsaken 
me:  and art so far from my health, and 
from the words of my complaint. 

 health, and from the words of my 
COLLECT

 Almighty and everlasting God, who, of 
thy tender love towards mankind, hast 
sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great 
humility: mercifully grant  that we may 
both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resur-
rection. Through the same Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God world without end. Amen.   BCP

ACCLAMATION
Philippians 2:8-9

Christ became obedient for our sakes 
unto death, even the death of the Cross.  


