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I was born : thou art my God, even 23. O praise the Lord, ye that fear him
from my mother’s womb.
: magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and fear him, all ye seed of Israel.
11. O go not from me, for trouble is hard
at hand : and there is none to help me. 24. For he hath not despised, nor abhorred, the low estate of the poor : he
12. Many oxen are come about me : fat hath not hid his face from him, but
bulls of Basan close me in on every side. when he called unto him he heard him.
13. They gape upon me with their 25. My praise is of thee in the great
mouths : as it were a ramping and a congregation : my vows will I perform
roaring lion.
in the sight of them that fear him.
14. I am poured out like water, and all
my bones are out of joint : my heart 26. The poor shall eat and be satisfied :
also in the midst of my body is even they that seek after the Lord shall praise
him; your heart shall live for ever.
like melting wax.
15. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my
gums : and thou shalt bring me into the
dust of death.

27. All the ends of the world shall
remember themselves, and be turned
unto the Lord : and all the kindreds of
the nations shall worship before him.

16. For many dogs are come about 28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s : and
me : and the council of the wicked he is the Governor among the people.
layeth siege against me.
29. All such as be fat upon earth : have
17. They pierced my hands and my eaten and worshipped.
feet; I may tell all my bones : they stand
staring and looking upon me.
30. All they that go down into the dust
18. They part my garments among shall kneel before him : and no man
them: and cast lots upon my vesture. hath quickened his own soul.

19. But be not thou far from me, O 31. My seed shall serve him : they
Lord: thou art my succour, haste thee shall be counted unto the Lord for a
generation.
to help me.
20. Deliver my soul from the sword : 32. They shall come, and the heavens
my darling from the power of the dog. shall declare his righteousness : unto
a people that shall be born, whom the
21. Save me from the lion’s mouth : Lord hath made.
thou hast heard me also from among
the horns of the unicorns.
22. I will declare thy Name unto my
brethren : in the midst of the congrega-
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Good Friday
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
The altar is completely bare, without
cloths, candles or cross.
The celebration of the Lord’s passion
takes place in the afternoon, about three
o’clock, unless pastoral reasons suggest a different hour. The celebration
consists of three parts: Liturgy of the
Word, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy
Communion.
Red Mass vestments are worn.

LITURGY OF
THE WORD
The people kneel while the priest and his
ministers enter in silence and prostrate
themselves before the altar. After a time
of silent prayer they rise.
The people remain kneeling. (“Let us
pray” is not said.)
The priest sings or says: O God, who
by the shedding of thy Son’s precious
blood hast released mankind from the
sentence of death under which it came by
its ancient sin; grant that as we of necessity have borne the image of our earthly
nature, so we may by sanctifying grace
bear the image of the heavenly.Through
the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
The people sit.
THE FIRST READING
Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12

At the end of the reading, the reader says:
This is the Word of the Lord.
All respond: Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
From Psalm 31
R: Into thy hands, O Lord,
		
I commend my spirit.
In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust:
let me never be put to confusion,
deliver me in thy righteousness. R.
Into thy hands I commend my spirit;
for thou hast redeemed me, O Lord,
thou God of truth. R.
I became a reproof
among all mine enemies,
but especially among my neighbours:
and they of mine acquaintance
were afraid of me. R.
They that did see me without
conveyed themselves from me:
I am clean forgotten,
as a dead man out of mind;
I am become like a broken vessel. R.
But my hope hath been in thee, O Lord:
I have said, Thou art my God.
My time is in thy hand;
Deliver me from the hand
of mine enemies. R.
THE SECOND READING
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
At the end of the reading, the reader says:
This is the Word of the Lord.
All respond: Thanks be to God.
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HYMN
The people stand and sing:

There is a green hill far away,
Without a city wall,
Where the dear Lord was crucified
Who died to save us all.
We may not know, we cannot tell,
What pains he had to bear,
But we believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there.
He died that we might be forgiven,
He died to make us good;
That we might go at last to heaven,
Saved by his precious blood.
There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gate
Of heaven, and let us in.
O, dearly, dearly has he loved,
And we must love him too,
And trust in his redeeming blood,
And try his works to do.

THE READING
OF THE SACRED PASSION
John 18:1-19:42
Those who are able should remain standing for the Passion which is sung or read.
It is begun immediately, without any
salutation or response.
SERMON
THE GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
Before each prayer the deacon may sing:
			 Let us pray.
			 Let us bow the knee.
The people kneel for silent prayer.
Then the deacon sings: Arise.
The people stand.
Alternatively, the people may stand or
kneel throughout, according to local
custom.
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FOR THE CHURCH
Let us pray, dearly beloved, for the
holy Church of God: that the Lord our
God may vouchsafe to preserve her
throughout the world in unity, peace,
and safety: making subject unto her
all principalities and powers: granting
unto us that we may glorify God the
Father almighty.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, who
hast manifested thy glory to all nations
in Christ thy Son: preserve the works
of thy mercy, that thy Church, spread
abroad over the whole world, may with
steadfast faith persevere in the confession of thy name. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
FOR THE POPE
Let us pray for our Holy Father, N., the
Bishop of Rome, Primate of Christ’s
Church on earth, that God who chose
him may give him health and strength
to guide and govern the people of God
throughout the world.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, in whose
counsels all things are established: we
beseech thee in thy loving kindness
that thou wouldst preserve thy servant
whom thou hast chosen as our chief
bishop: that the Christian people may
so prosper by his care as to continually
bring forth with increase the fruits of
our profession. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE
CHURCH
Let us pray for N., our bishop, for all
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or priest bearing the candle raises it and sings:

All respond each time:

Christ our Light.

Thanks be to God.
The people’s candles are lit from the Paschal Candle.

The deacon or priest places the Paschal Candle on its stand in the midst of the
sanctuary or near the lectern. If there is a deacon, he receives a blessing from the
priest, who says in a low voice:
May the Lord be in thy heart and on thy lips, that thou mayest worthily proclaim his Easter praises. In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
The book and Candle are incensed. The people stand holding their candles while
the Exsultet is sung, according to one of the following versions:

A TRADITIONAL VERSION FROM THE ENGLISH MISSAL
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bishops, priests and deacons; for all who
have a special ministry in the Church,
and for all God’s people.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose
Spirit the whole body of the Church is
governed and sanctified: receive our
supplications and prayers which we
offer before thee for thy holy Church:
that every member of the same in his
vocation and ministry may truly and
godly serve thee. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
FOR THOSE PREPARING
FOR BAPTISM
Let us pray for those (among us) preparing for baptism, that God in his mercy
may open their hearts to his love: that
their sins having been forgiven through
the waters of new birth, they may abide
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost
continually enrich thy Church with new
offspring: we beseech thee that thou
wouldest multiply in faith and understanding those who are being taught in
thy holy Word; that being born again in
the water of Baptism they may be numbered among the sons of thine adoption.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
FOR THE UNITY OF CHRISTIANS
Let us pray for all our brothers and
sisters who believe in Jesus Christ, that
God may gather and keep together in
one Church all those who seek the truth
with sincerity.
Silent prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, who
bringest together what is scattered: look
to the sheep of thine own flock, that they
who are hallowed by the one Baptism
may become one in wholeness of faith
and in the bond of charity. Through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the
first to hear the Word of God, that they
may continue to grow in the love of his
name and in faithfulness to his covenant.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, who didst
give thy promises to Abraham and his
posterity: hearken unto the prayers of thy
Church, that the people chosen by thee
of old may attain the fullness of redemption. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT
BELIEVE IN CHRIST
Let us pray for those who do not believe
in Christ, that the light of the Holy Spirit
may fill them, and enable them to enter
upon the way to salvation.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, who hast
committed all nations to the care of thy
beloved Son: pour forth thy grace upon
those who do not believe in Christ, that
they may seek the light of truth and find
their way to thee, the true and only God.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT
BELIEVE IN GOD
Let us pray for those who do not believe
in God, that they may find him by sin-
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cerely following all that is right.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, who didst
create mankind to seek after thee, and to
have peace when thou art found. Grant,
we beseech thee, that, in spite of the hurtful things that stand before them, all may
recognise in the lives of the Christian
people tokens of thy love and mercy, and
acknowledge thee as the one true God
and Father of us all. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
FOR ALL IN PUBLIC OFFICE
Let us pray for all rulers of states, and
for those holding office and power under
them, that God may guide their minds
and hearts according to his will and to
our lasting peace.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, in whose
hand is the dominion of all things, and
the governance of the nations: look
graciously upon our rulers, that under
the shelter of thy hand, all people everywhere may dwell in freedom and peace.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
FOR THOSE IN SPECIAL NEED
Let us pray that God the almighty Father
may heal the sick, comfort the dying, give
safety to travellers, free those unjustly
deprived of liberty, and rid the world of
falsehood, hunger, and disease.
Silent prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, the comforter of those who mourn, the strength
of those who travail: we beseech thee
to hear the prayers of all who in any
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necessity make their supplications unto
thee; that in their troubles and adversities they may rejoice in the aid of thy
loving-kindness. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The people remain kneeling.

VENERATION OF
THE CROSS

The priest and his ministers go to the
church door. There he takes the cross
and moves in procession through the
church to the sanctuary.
The people turn and face the cross.
At the back of the church, in the middle
of the nave, and at the altar step, the cross
is raised and the Priest sings:
This is the Wood of the Cross,
on which hung
the Saviour of the world.
Each time all respond:
Come, let us worship.
The cross is then placed before the people.
The priest and his ministers kneel before
the cross and remain kneeling while this
hymn is sung:
When I survey the wondrous Cross,
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the Cross of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his Blood.
See from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

The Easter Vigil Mass
of the Lord’s Resurrection

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

hearts and minds come unto the feast
of thy eternal light. Through the same
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people STAND

The priest then marks on the Paschal
Candle a cross, the first and last letters of
the Greek alphabet, and the numerals of
the current year. While doing this he says:
Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega;
all time belongs to him,
and all the ages;
to him be glory and power
through every age and for ever. Amen.

All the lights in the church are put out.
A fire is lit near the church door.
Priest: In the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.Amen.
Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Priest: Dear friends in Christ, on this
most holy night, when our Lord Jesus
Christ passed from death to life, the
Church invites her children throughout
the world to come together in vigil and
prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord:as
we honour the memory of his death and
resurrection by hearing his Word and
celebrating his Mysteries, we may be
confident that we shall share his victory
over death and live for ever in God.
The priest blesses the new fire.
Let us pray. O God, who through thy
Son, hast bestowed upon thy faithful
people the fire of thy glory: we beseech
thee that thou wouldest bless
this
new fire, and grant unto us that by this
paschal feast we may be so inflamed with
heavenly desires, that we may with pure

The priest inserts five nails containing
incense into the Paschal Candle, symbolising the five wounds of Christ while saying:
By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord
guard us and keep us. Amen.

The priest lights the Paschal Candle from
the new fire saying:
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
dispel the darkness
of our hearts and minds.

The procession moves through the
church, halting three times as the deacon
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Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

The choir sings THE REPROACHES
(1 below). Where this is not possible a
soloist, or even the congregation, may
sing the metrical version (2 below),
preferably without accompaniment.
During the singing the sacred ministers
make their veneration of the cross, and it
is then brought to the nave of the church.
The people come forward to make their
veneration, usually by kissing the feet
of the crucifix.
1

What have I done unto thee O my people, or
wherein have I wearied thee? Testify against
me. Because I have brought thee forth from
the land of Egypt thou hast prepared a cross
for thy Saviour.
Agios O Theos. Sanctus Deus. Agios ischyros.
Sanctus fortis. Agios Athanatos eleison imas.
Sanctus et immortalis. Miserere nobis.
Because I led thee through the desert forty years
and fed thee with manna, and brought thee into
a land exceeding good thou hast prepared a
cross for thy Saviour.
Agios O Theos . . .
What more could I have done unto thee that I
have not done? I indeed did plant thee O my
vineyard with exceeding fair fruit and thou
art become very bitter unto me. For vinegar
mingled with gall thou gavest me when thirsty;
and hast pierced with a spear the side of thy
Saviour.
Agios O Theos . . .

or
2

Tune: Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

O my people, what have I done to you?
O my people, what have I done to you?

O, what have I done to you my people, 		
O my people?
Answer me, how have I offended you?
Once I led you from Egypt’s slavery
but you led out your Saviour to the Cross.
O, what have I done to you my people, 		
O my people?
Answer me, how have I offended you?
Through the dessert I led you forty years,
but you led out your Saviour to the Cross.
O, what have I done to you my people, 		
O my people?
Answer me, how have I offended you?
There I pierced solid rock for you to drink:
but you pierced me and bled me with a spear.
O, what have I done to you my people, 		
O my people?
Answer me, how have I offended you?
To a fair land of plenty you were led,
but you led out your Saviour to the Cross.
O, what have I done to you my people, 		
O my people?
Answer me, how have I offended you?
There I planted you as my choicest Vine:
but you yielded me vinegar to drink.
O, what have I done to you my people, 		
O my people?
Answer me, how have I offended you?

As the veneration continues and as the
priest prepares the altar for the Blessed
Sacrament and goes with his ministers
to the Altar of Repose, this hymn is
sung. Where possible they should move
slowly and the entire hymn should be
sung triumphantly and with devotion.
If, however, a shorter hymn is required,
only the verses marked with * should be
used. If there is no choir, the cantors’
antiphons are omitted.
[Cantors: Faithful Cross! above all other, One
and only noble Tree! None in foliage, none in
blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.]
* Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle,
Sing the ending of the fray,
O’er the Cross, the victor’s trophy,
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Sound the loud triumphant lay:
Tell how Christ, the world’s Redeemer,
As a Victim won the day.

[Cantors: Faithful Cross! above all other, One

[Cantors: Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron!
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.]

* Faithful Cross! above all other,
One and only noble tree!
None in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit thy peer may be;
Sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.

* God in pity saw man fallen,
Shamed and sunk in misery,
When he fell on death by tasting
Fruit of the forbidden tree:
Then another tree was chosen
Which the world from death should free.

[Cantors: Faithful Cross! above all other, One
and only noble Tree! None in foliage, none in
blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.]

[Thus the scheme of our salvation
Was of old in order laid,
That the manifold deceiver’s
Art by art might be outweighed,
And the lure the foe put forward
Into means of healing made.]

[Cantors: Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron!
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.]
[Therefore when the appointed fullness
Of the holy time was come,
He was sent who maketh all things
Forth from God’s eternal home:
Thus he came to earth, incarnate,
Offspring of a maiden’s womb.]

[Cantors: Faithful Cross! above all other, One
and only noble Tree! None in foliage, none in
blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.]
[Thirty years among us dwelling,
Now at length his hour fulfilled,
Born for this, he meets his Passion,
For that this he freely willed,
On the Cross the Lamb is lifted,
Where his life-blood shall be spilled.]

[Cantors: Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron!
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.]
[He endured the nails, the spitting,
Vinegar and spear and reed;
From that holy Body piercéd
Blood and water forth proceed:
Earth and stars and sky and ocean
By that flood from stain are freed.]

The people STAND

and only noble Tree! None in foliage, none in
blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.]

[Cantors: Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron!
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.]
[Bend thy boughs, O Tree of Glory,
Thy too rigid sinews bend;
For awhile the ancient rigour
That thy birth bestowed, suspend,
And the King of heavenly beauty
On thy bosom gently tend.]

[Cantors: Faithful Cross! above all other, One
and only noble Tree! None in foliage, none in
blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.]
* Thou alone wast counted worthy
This world’s ransom to uphold;
For a shipwrecked race preparing
Harbour, like the Ark of old;
With the sacred Blood anointed
From the smitten Lamb that rolled.

[Cantors: Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron!
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.]
* To the Trinity be glory,
To the Father and the Son,
With the co-eternal Spirit,
Ever Three and ever One,
One in love and one in splendour,
While unending ages run.
The people KNEEL

[Cantors: Faithful Cross! above all other, One
and only noble Tree! None in foliage, none in
blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.]

HOLY COMMUNION

The Blessed Sacrament is brought in
solemn and triumphal procession from
the Altar of Repose to be consumed in
Holy Communion. During the procession this hymn is sung:

The royal banners forward go,
The Cross shines forth in mystic glow,
Where he in flesh, our flesh who made,
Our sentence bore, our ransom paid.
Where deep for us the spear was dyed,
Life’s torrent rushing from his side,
To wash us in that precious flood,
Where mingled water flowed, and blood.
Fulfilled is all that David told
In true prophetic song of old,
The universal Lord is he,
Who reigns and triumphs from the tree.
O Tree of beauty, Tree of light,
O Tree with royal purple dight,
Elect on whose triumphal breast
Those holy limbs should find their rest!
On whose dear arms, so widely flung,
The weight of this world’s ransom hung,
The price of humankind to pay
And spoil the spoiler of his prey.
O Cross, our one reliance, hail!
So may thy power with us prevail
To give new virtue to the saint,
And pardon to the penitent.
To thee, eternal Three in One,
Let homage meet by all be done:
Whom by thy Cross thou dost restore,
Preserve and govern evermore.

When the Blessed Sacrament has been
placed on the altar, the priest says, with
hands joined: As our Saviour Christ hath
commanded and taught us, we are bold
to say:
He extends his hands and says with all
present: Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, And forgive us our trespasses, As
we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation; But
deliver us from evil. He joins his hands
and continues with the people: For thine
is the kingdom, The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

With hands joined, he says quietly: Lord
Jesus Christ, with faith in thy love and
mercy I eat thy body and drink thy blood.
Let it not bring me condemnation, but
health in mind and body.
The priest invites the people to receive
Holy Communion: Behold the Lamb of
God, behold him that taketh away the
sins of the world.
All: Lord, I am not worthy that thou
shouldest come under my roof, but
speak the word only and my soul shall
be healed.
Holy Communion is now given. There
should be no hymn. The priest and his
ministers consume what remains of the
Blessed Sacrament and do the ablutions,
and the lights on the altar are extinguished.
The priest says: Let us pray. Almighty
and most merciful God, who didst restore
us to life by the triumphant death and
resurrection of thy dear Son: continue
this healing work within us, that as we
have partaken of these holy mysteries,
so may we ever live in devotion to thy
service. Through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The priest faces the people, extends his
hands towards them, and says: We beseech thee, O Lord, that thine abundant
blessing may be upon thy people who
have devoutly recalled the passion and
death of thy Son, in sure and certain hope
of the resurrection: and that they may
receive thy pardon and the gift of thy
comfort, that they may increase in faith,
and lay hold on eternal salvation. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
All depart in silence.

